Distribution of Powers between the National Government
and the States in the U.S. Constitution

Admit new states to the Union

Coin money

Conduct foreign affairs

Declare war

Establish courts inferior to the Supreme Court

Make laws that are necessary for carrying out the powers vested by the
U.S. Constitution

national government)

Raise and maintain armies and navies

DELEGATED POWERS (to the

Regulate interstate and foreign commerce

Borrow and spend money for the general welfare
Charter and regulate banks; charter corporations
Collect taxes

Establish courts

Establish highways

Pass and enforce laws
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Take private property for public purposes, with just compensation

Conduct elections and determine voter qualifications
Establish local governments
Maintain militia (National Guard)

Provide for public health, safety, and morals
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Ratify amendments to the federal constitution
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Regulate intrastate commerce

Abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens or deny due process and
equal protection of the laws (Fourteenth Amendment)

Coin money

Enter into treaties

Keep troops or navies
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Levy import or export taxes on goods
Make war

Source: Adapted from Christine Barbour and Gerald C. Wright, Keeping the Republic, 4th brief ed. (Washington, D.C.: CQ
Press, 2011), 84.



