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the United States. The conflict is not easily resolved. There remains a very real trade-off 
between respect for minority rights, which historically required national government 
intervention, and respect for cultural preferences that might create a wide variance 
among state laws.

Perhaps the most effective tool the national government uses to gain control of state 
policy areas is money. With the creation of a national income tax in 1913, the national 
government enjoyed a significant increase in revenues. Since that time, Congress has 
used its financial advantage to control issues that were traditionally considered state 
policy areas. Use of financial incentives to encourage policies at the state or local level 

  FIGURE 2.1   � Distribution of Powers between the National Government 
and the States in the U.S. Constitution
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Source: Adapted from Christine Barbour and Gerald C. Wright, Keeping the Republic, 4th brief ed. (Washington, D.C.: CQ 
Press, 2011), 84.


